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A Greentours Trip Report 
 

Led by Chris Gardner 
 

Day 1    To Peru 
 

A long flight had us arriving in the early evening, transferring to a hotel and sampling a pisco 

sour before bedtime.  

 

Day 2   Laguna Llaganuco 
 

Our early morning flight onto Huaraz lifted us above the fog blanketing Lima and into the 

spectacular mountain ranges of the Cordillera Blanca and Cordillera Negra.  On arrival there was 

a startling clear view of Huascaran peak encrusted in glaciers. We drove to the hotel through the 

rural landscape of maize fields, past colourful local women in top hats and flanked by dramatic 

hills all the way. There was a short delay while we sorted out rooms, but there were some 

butterflies (Phoebis sp) and an iridescent green hoverfly in the garden. 

 

The fine weather seemed set for the day as we now climbed up a dusty road into the hills gaining 

a lot of height and stopping only for a flock of Puna Ibis that had gathered in a field near the road. 

Reaching the park we entered a valley hemmed in by immense sheer cliffs in places carpeted in a 

vertical garden of bromeliads. Stunning turquoise lakes filled the valley floor and tracts of 

Polylepis forest covered the slopes. We stopped for lunch in a particularly fine grove of Polylepis, 

whose superb reddish-brown trunks were wrapped in thick papery, peeling bark, all set against 

the backdrop of the blue water. Continuing along there were many waterbirds beginning with a 

few Ruddy Ducks and Andean Gulls. A Black-crested Tit-Tyrant fed in the bushes whilst we 

looked at these and Dorbigny’s Chat-Tyrant was also seen and photographed. Then two lovely 

Puna Teals were seen at close quarters near the main lake. On the larger water body there were 

many Crested Ducks and Yellow-billed Teal together with a few similar Yellow-billed Pintails. 

Large white and black Andean Geese stood out from a long way away, but looking closer at the 

puna bog that surrounded the lake there were Andean Lapwings, Puna Ground-Tyrants, Bar-

winged Cinclodes and Greenish Yellowfinches. Also nestled among the tough grasses and puna 

plants was a sprinkling of pale blue Gentiana sedifolia. Driving back we stopped for a lovely mound 

of a Cylindropuntia sp. covered in bright red flowers and there was also a Masked Flowerpiercer. 

The rest of the afternoon was spent on a walk through the verdant and very beautiful Polylepis 

forest. Even before the walk began we saw Great Thrush,  lovely red-pink Passiflora trifolia, 

followed by a singing Peruvian Sierra-Finch. The curious pink flowers of Polylepis were found too, 

hanging in little catkins (and actually reminiscent of Sarcopoterium spinosum a Mediterranean 

shrub, also within Rosaceae).  And near the start of the walk there were several more birds in the 
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polylepis with Line-cheeked Spinetails, Ruddy Flowerpiercer and a very tame Plumbeous Sierra-

Finch.  

 

We walked down through a botanical wonderland the trees swathed in big bromeliads and 

interesting flora all around including orchids with a slender terrestrial white orchid Aa paleacea, 

rocks carpeted in Pleurothallis sp. and then the a lovely waxy red-pink flower of Masdevallia veitchii 

with stands of yellow Odontoglossum rigidum on the rocks behind. A dark bluish-black Burnet 

Moth was on the wing, a Great Thrush was feeding on Phytolacca berries and there were lush 

forest scenes alongside the rushing stream seeing some immense old Polylepis trees, stemless 

dandelion-like Hypochaeris echegaryi, a ubiquitous mauve Lupinus sp. and views of the late 

afternoon sun on the cliffs and valley below. A pretty Eryngium humile (?) was seen not so far from 

the end of the walk, which although it was downhill the affects of the altitude meant we were glad 

to reach the bus. Driving down we saw a Variable Hawk hovering and soaring. 

 

 

Day 3   Carpa 
 

Another clear day and we left early to make the long but ultimately very worthwhile drive south, 

beyond Huaraz to Carpa. Reaching the treeless puna we stopped to photograph the stunning 

landscape clothed in golden grasses with glacier clad peaks beyond. A couple of small white 

butterflies (Pierphulia sp ?) were found too. Continuing to a high lake at 3800m we stopped for the 

many waterbirds with Great Coots, Silver-eared Grebes, Crested Ducks and Yellow-billed Teals. 

However, the main reason for coming here was the remarkable and statuesque Puya raimondii a 

colossal bromeliad, in fact the world’s largest and we hoped to see them in flower. A few spikes 

raised expectations before we arrived at an area with dozens of towering spikes, some in excess of 

six metres. Even the locals were saying it was an exceptional display this year and we stopped in a 

superb ‘grove’ of these giants, spending an hour or more walking among them finding interesting 

angles for photography amid the fine high Andean scenery. A few Plumbeous Sierra Finches were 

about, along with Dorbigny’s Chat-Tyrant, Peruvian Sierra-Finch and then a couple of Andean 

Hillstars. What was surprising was how few insects and birds were attending the flowers given 

how many thousands there were on offer (each inflorescence can contain five thousand). Our 

conclusion was the plants were in it for the long haul, offering many flowers over a long period in 

the hope some get pollinated. In addition these giants flower only once and after maybe a 

hundred years of growth! There were butterflies too with a beautifully marked little satyrid and 

an American Painted Lady feeding on a senecio-like shrublet. The whole scene was magnificent 

and we spent lunch here before beginning the long drive back. The Great Coots were in a better 

position for photos as we reached the lake and then we stopped for a superb flock of Andean 

Flickers with at least twenty birds feeding on the dry ground and coming and going across the 

landscape. There was also a well-lit mountain view and a couple of Andean Geese were seen close 

up a bit further along. Finally reaching tarmac after a fair old rattle we drove a short way before 

stopping for a large flock of Puna Ibis settled next to road. They were preening and sleeping 

mainly.  

 

All that was left was to drive back down the same deep Rio Santa valley and onto the hotel. 
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Day 4   Laguna Paron 
 

Directly from Caraz a road led up to another spectacular Cordillera Blanca valley and we climbed 

the switch backs beyond the rural settlements, cut-flower farms and eucalyptus and into pristine 

Polylepis forests, stopping to photograph the view back down the valley and then for a superb 

glacier clad peak with waterfall. The road continued to the high altitude turquoise Laguna Paron 

at 4200 metres. Shrubby Senecio-type bushes briefly drew in a Giant Hummingbird and wandering 

about the area we not only enjoyed the fine scenery but also Passiflora trifolia, plenty of Plumbeous 

Sierra-Finches, Spot-billed Tyrant and Chestnut-capped Tit-Spinetail.  

 

After lunch we drove down a short way and then set off on foot through the pappery-barked 

Polylepis finding many more of the handsome blue-black and orange burnet moths we’d seen at 

Laguna Llanganuco, in fact they were quite abundant (and oddly mainly males). As we 

progressed there were interesting bromeliads, including a Puya sp. in flower, the pendant flowers 

of Bomarea dulcis(?), more Odontoglossum rigidum and the large purple flowers of Solanum hispidum. 

Driving on we stopped a couple of times, first for the pretty lilac-pink of Gentianella tristicha and 

then the showy white and pink of Oreocallis grandiflora and impressive proteaceae. Alongside this 

were the pendant pink flowers of Vallea stipularis and peculiar Coriaria ruscifolia ssp. microphylla 

with many dangling ‘catkins’ of small flowers.  

 

From here we completed the drive down to the hotel and then another good feed at a local 

restaurant. 

 

 

Day 5  Cañon del Pato & Chan Chan 
 

We made an early start to cover the necessary ground first of all descending past fine displays of 

cacti and into the plunging Cañon del Pato. The road passed through many narrow tunnels as it 

clung to the side of the canyon, with spectacular views of the various strata and vertiginous 

slopes. On through the arid hills we met with oasis villages with mango plantations and fields of 

opuntia spattered with white patches of cochineal bugs. Having covered the trickiest part we 

stopped in a flat area with fog banks sweeping across the distant mountains. Among the rocks 

were many interesting cacti including the peculiar topknots of Melocactus peruvianus, broadly 

ribbed Neoraimondia arequipensis and golden-spined Haageocereus pseudomelanostele. Roy 

photographed a Pacific Curly-tailed Lizard among the rocks. A few Turkey Vultures and Cattle 

Egrets were seen and then in the dry desert areas Pacific Miners somehow eked out an existence 

on seemingly nothing. Low cloud hung on the hills as we made out way through a foreboding 

lifeless landscape, that even cacti had given up on. Green patches of cultivation were a striking 

contrast with many ranks of passion fruits on frames and along the coast road green ranks of 

sugar cane. Eventually the coast was reached and we arrived at our lunchtime restaurant in 

Trujillo. 

 

After a tasty lunch we drove the short distance to the sprawling historical site of Chan Chan. Our 

guide William took us around and explained the Chimu civalization and what the various adobe 

walled compounds were for. There were attractive reliefs depicting fish, pelicans and bizarrely 

squirrels (since when did they live in the desert?). Black Vultures perched on the walls as we 
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made our way around, avoiding ritual sacrifice to the moon god on the way. It was only a short 

hop to the hotel from here, right next to Pacific coast. 

 

 

Day 6  Puerto Eten and Chappari 
 

West Peruvian Doves were calling softly around the lodge in the morning, before we set off 

driving north (rather slowly). Stopping for loos at a toll gate there was a Vermillion Flycatcher. 

Eventually we found the right sand track to the cliffs at Puerto Eten and bouncing along the 

clifftop road we could see big conregations of birds on the cliffs. Moving carefully so as not to 

spook them we had excellent close views of Peruvian Pelicans and a few Peruvian Boobys. Then 

moving along the cliff we came across a good number of gorgeous Inca Terns with many more on 

the rocks below. Large flocks of birds were out to sea too and a regular passage of Blue-footed 

Boobys drew us to one of the rock stacks they were using. Further round were huge numbers of 

pelicans in a spectacular display on land and in the air and the whole experience was rivetting. 

Guanay and Neotropical Cormorants as well as Band-tailed Gulls completed the list. There were 

also quite a few Curly-tailed Lizards scuttling about.  

 

It was difficult to leave but we had to move on for first lunch and then the drive onto Chappari. 

Entering the protected area of dry forest and mattoral there were various birds with Parrot-billed 

Seedeater, Pacific Hornero, Peruvian Meadowlark, Pacific Parrotlet and an adult and juvenile 

Harris Hawk. A Senchuron Fox put in an appearance (we would see more of these later) as we 

made our way slowly along the bumpy track passing the columnar forms of Neoramondia 

arequipensis and getting close to the dramatic cliffs near the lodge.  

 

A Senchuron Fox turned up for dinner, expecting a scrap or too and then afterwards our guide 

brought in a superb large Whip-Scorpion, which some of us took the chance to handle for 

themselves. Walking back to the rooms there were also a couple of Big-eared Climbing Rats 

running along the branches. 

 

 

Day 7  Chappari 
 

We were raring to go early this morning, and started with a flock of White-edged Orioles and a 

then Golden-bellied Grosbeak flew past. Moving down to the pools below the dining area we 

waited for the hummingbirds to arrive and soon there was an Amazilia Hummingbird hawking 

insects followed by a Purple-collared Woodstar having a bath in the small cascade. A Tumbes 

Hummingbird joined in later on. Meanwhile up at the corn feeders the stunning White-tailed Jays 

had arrived, along with Long-tailed Mockingbirds and Croaking Ground-Doves. Senchuron Fox 

also put in an appearance at breakfast coming extremely close and looking very cute indeed (I was 

going to have to check certain ladies luggage in case they kidnapped one to take home!). 

 

Following a trail gently uphill we encountered a steady stream of birds including Parrot-billed 

Seedeaters, Vermillion Flycatcher, Tumbes Sparrows, many Collared Warbling-Finches, Baird’s 

Flycatcher, Collared Antshrike, Golden-olive and Red-backed Woodpeckers, a few tiny Pacific 

Parrotlets and the even more diminutive Short-tailed Woodstar, Peru’s smallest hummingbird. 

There were increasing numbers of butterflies too with many tiny lycaenids, Phoebis argante and 
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maybe Phoebis philea too, various skippers and then an attractive Blomfild’s Beauty perched on a 

tree trunk. We had already had a quick tour of the small herp collection with a number of Bothrops 

bennettii (a relative of the Fer-de-Lance) and some Cat-eyed Snakes, and now we arrived at an 

enclosure where a lovely, shaggy Spectacled Bear came padding down the slope to us. She was a 

circus rescue bear, but nonetheless it was great to see this beautiful animal close-up.  Also around 

the enclosure were Bran-coloured Flycatcher, Grey Crackers and huge Tarantula-hunting Wasps. 

Returning down the same path there were more Grey Crackers, Rufous-headed Pygmy Tyrant 

and good views of the globally rare White-winged Guan. Rehydrating in the shade of the dining 

area the action continued with Tropical Buck-eyes, Curly-tailed Lizards and the return of the 

handsome jays. Vermillion Flycatcher and Slaty Thrush interupted lunch. 

 

During the break some went in search of butterflies, others found Lineated Woodpecker, others 

just relaxed. In the late afternoon we took a walk into the matorral scrub seeing Harris Hawks 

well, various smaller birds such as Southern Beardless Tyrannulet, fine flowery specimens of the 

parasitic plant Tristerix and a fair few of the pretty Eurema elathea with yellow forewings and white 

hindwings. There was a congregation of dozens of Pacific Parrotlets and a singing Peruvian 

Meadowlark before we turned back. At least four Senchuron Foxes were mooching about around 

the lodge at dusk.  

 

After dinner our guide found gecko, then a small tarantula (which he allowed to run around on 

his skin) and then a much larger ‘proper’ tarantula. This was also calmed and allowed free rein 

over his arms and face! 

 

  

Day 8  To Cajamarca 
 

There was time before breakfast for some wildlife with the hummers returning to bathe at the 

pools for some. Two White-winged Guans were strutting nonchalanthly about the dining area 

(one later came to try and steal our breakfast) and a few of us went to find Tumbes Tyrant, a 

pretty endemic bird. The was a brief view of the bird and also of Elegant Crescentchest but not 

quite as we would have liked. There was a short delay leaving when we thought Peter’s bag was 

missing, but this gave us the chance to get a great view and photos of a Golden-bellied Grosbeak 

at the feeders. It transpired that the bag had been on board all along so we finally left the bird-rich 

lodge we started our drive out. However, then I remembered I’d forgotten my camera battery. Yet 

while we waited for it to arrive our guide found a Peruvian Pygmy Owl and with a bit of coersing 

it came closer for good views and some slightly distant photos. There were no further stops until 

just after we’d reached the tarmac road and then a young Green Iguana ran across. In trying to get 

a better look at him we discovered a lantana patch which was heaving with butterflies. There were 

at least ten species of skipper, as well as a Dynamine sp and a Juno. A female Short-tailed Woodstar 

also made several appearances and was photographed feeding on the flowers.  

 

Moving on we drove for a while climbing up into a valley with many bright yellow-flowered trees 

and trees laden with greyish bromeliads. There was a hovering juvenile Variable Hawk and an 

Aplomado Falcon flew over as we drove. Our next stop at first seemed bereft of interest but then 

the butterflies and a couple of interesting stick grasshoppers appeared. Tropical Buckeyes were 

common and there were myriad tiny blues. A flowering shrub had the prize of a couple of 

stunning Black-patched Metalmarks Lasaia agesilas along with a Juno and a Zebra Heliconian. The 
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road climbed further and we stopped for lunch on a sheltered slope seeing a pair of Andean 

Condors sail over soon after we’d sat down to eat. The slopes and much of the high shrubland 

here had plentiful Oreocallis grandiflora and then not long after lunch we stopped for a big plant of 

Oncidium excavatum.  

 

A short stop for an Inca Finch failed to find the finch, but we did see Western Wood-Pewee, Spot-

throated Hummingbird and some fine pink Tillandsia straminea (?) bromeliads. There was a stop 

for a warming cup of tea and then we had to continue clmbing ever higher and past huge gold 

mines on the high puna. The landscape was now totally different, a vast expanse of hills and 

grassland, but alas time had caught up with us and dusk turned to dark with a full moon rising. 

Nothing was moving quickly and we eventually rumbled into our (comfortable) hotel at 8pm. 

 

 

Day 9  Marañon Valley 
 

Leaving Cajamarca we drove across the sunny countryside, dotted with scruffy farms and 

eucalyptus, stopping for a large flock of Mountain Caracaras that had gathered in a field and were 

waiting for the ploughing tractor to turn up goodies for them.  Further on we found a huge native 

Buddleja incana with globular golden-orange flowerheads, that were attractive to some impressive 

Hedgehog Flies. A long-tubed passion flower was nearby too and we stopped not long after for a 

fine display of another large pink flowered Passiflora sp. This was growing with a peculiar green-

flowered Lobelia sp. and a cerise Kramera sp.. There were a couple of butterflies too with a satyrid 

and Colias (philodice?) sp. Reaching Celendin we photographed the huge concrete sombrero as we 

entered town and then found a restaurant for lunch.  

 

Moving on afterwards we hadn’t gone far when we saw two colourful bulbs, an orange 

Stenomesson miniatum and another reddish Stenomesson sp. The road climbed and then descended 

via a spectacular road into the Marañon Valley. There were stunning views of the landscape and 

the plunging slope below, with ranks of brown and ochre ridges. Interesting plants could be seen 

with some architectural cacti but it was impossible to stop until we had reached a relatively flat 

and much wider section. Looking around we found a couple of very handsome Buff-bridled Inca 

Finches, and then a Battus polydamus tempted photographers for a while as Monarchs cruised 

about. A lizard with white striped flanks was also among the dry scrub, which was populated 

with gnarled leafless trees (rosaceae), the organ pipe forms of the cactus Brownringia pilleifera and 

an intense scarlet-flowered shrub. A pretty ‘tiger-type’ blue was also seen just before we left. The 

plan had been to drive to the river and stop there before carrying on to the high pass and see what 

was there. Alas we had reckoned without Peruvian road works and we arrived at a sign saying 

the road was closed for another two hours. Undaunted we had a cuppa and then set off down the 

road seeing more fine cacti, lizards and beautifully lit landscapes. At the river we found a side 

track and at the junction we had another excellent view of Buff-bridled Inca Finch among a flock 

of Dull-coloured Grassquits. Further down the track we found many bird with the endemic 

Maranon Thrush, Hepatic Tanager, Peruvian Pigeon, a gathering of half a dozen Golden-bellied 

Grosbeaks, a similarly-coloured Yellow-tailed Oriole, three Thrush-like Wrens and a Bran-

coloured Flycatcher.  
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The road opened again not long after and we finished the journey winding up and over the 3600m 

pass but missing the undoubted drama of the landscape. We had dinner straight away and then 

went to the hotel for some much needed shuteye. 

 

 

Day 10  Kuelap 
 

The early birders drove up to an nearby area of cloud forest. It was a decidedly fresh morning, but 

our efforts were rewarded with good views of a superb male Grey-breasted Mountain Toucan, 

along with Crimson-mantled Woodpecker and Canada Warblers. There was also some fascinating 

flora including a lovely pink Passiflora sp, an deep purple Tibouchina sp. and a very flowery pink 

Begonia monodelpha. We drove back in perfect time for breakfast. 

 

Our hotel was adjacent to the mummy museum where we had a good look around at the various 

artifacts and the amazing collection of mummies in the controlled-climate storeroom. There was 

even a big photo of a Grey-breasted Mountain-Toucan. Meanwhile the gardens around the 

museum had begun to warm up and were attracting hummers with Sparkling Violetear, Green-

tailed Trainbearer and a Rainbow Starfrontlet as well as a fine clearwing moth. We drove 

alongside the Utcubamba River through a greener countryside than we’d seen so far. The road 

turned and climbed up towards the Kuelap citadel, with spectacular views across the wide valley 

(including of the new teleferic which will save hours of travel in the future). Lunch was in a small 

restaurant half way and while we waited there was time to look outside where we found some 

good butterflies including a stunning Perisama bomplandi (an ‘88’ without a number!), an equally 

electric blue barred metalmark and a reddish Hypanartia kefersteinii as well as many other smaller 

species. 

 

Finishing the drive up we then set off on foot along a pavement through the trees where we saw a 

small-flowered Oncidium sp., Castilleja sp. and Gentianella sp. before reaching the impressive walls. 

We entered the citadel from a narrow door and climbed up into a world of trees festooned in red 

bromeliads and many round stone structures. There were fantastic views out across the landscape 

and the bonus of (the scarce) Purple-throated Sunangel feeding on bromeliad flowers. We spent 

an hour or more exploring the various parts and photographing a well placed llama before 

walking back down. An Aplomado Falcon flashed past with a bird in its talons and there were 

two Lined-cheeked Spinetails too. All that was left was to drive on to our comfortable hotel, seeing 

a fine pink sky on the way. 

 

The moths were hotting up after dinner... 

 

 

Day 11  Gotca 
 

Having arrived in the dark we were greeted with the surprise of the high falls tumbling from the 

forested cliffs, from our bedroom windows. Early birdwatching found Rusty Flowerpiercer, 

Streaked Saltator, Buff-bellied Tanager and White-bellied Woodstar as well as some other 

hummers but the same species were easier to see at the feeders in garden. Here there were 

Sparkling Violetear, and Andean Emerald making regular visits. A Lineated Woodpecker was 

seen on a far tree.  
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After a good breakfast we set off towards the falls, never actually intending to reach them as we 

hoped to find plenty to look at on the way. It was a little cool for butterflies early on, so not much 

was one the wing. Instead we saw Scarlet-fronted Parrots, a couple of superb hawkmoth 

caterpillars, three species of orchid with an Aa, a Habernaria and an unknown. The sun started to 

poke through and an Adelpha was seen then a few more Actinote pellenea. Reaching a small clearing 

things seemed to erupt with the sun’s warmth bringing out dozens of butterflies almost 

instantaneously. There was a fine Monarch with wings spread, numerous skippers including a 

pearly spotted Vettius sp, a deep blue Black Hairstreak (which settled on Roy’s tripod strap), 

Emylius Metalmark, a stunning Orange Mapwing, and feeding on fresh horse dung were three 

rich red and black Actinote negra. Pellenea Actinotes were very numerous. As I walked back there 

was a dazzling Rhetus periander by a stream and Roy and Peter (who stayed behind) saw this and a 

fabulous list of species here over the course of the next couple of hours. These included the 

iridescent blue-banded Archaeoprepona demophon, Marpesia marcella, the classic ‘88’ Diaethrea 

clymena (which is actually ‘89’), a glasswing and Chryseis Sailor.  

Chris, Phil and I went up again ourselves after lunch and caught up with some of these as well as 

a stunning Memphis sp, Hemon Hairstreak, Orcus Checkered Skipper, a Vettius skipper with large 

white spots and great views of the delightful little Pandara sp. This doesn’t mention the many more 

skippers, bush browns, whites and fly by species that filled the afternoon with probably forty or 

more species on the wing. 

 

Day 12  Huembo and to Abra Patricio 

An al fresco breakfast allowed us to appreciate the views one last time and then we set off, 

descending to the main road and seeing Speckled Chachalacas in a tree. Driving alongside the 

river we stopped for a Fasciated Tiger-Heron and at another (different) smaller river we stopped 

to have a short wander around. There were a few Peruvian Pigeons in the trees on arrival, and 

Groove-billed Anis, but the stars of the show were the pair of Purple-throated Euphonias building 

their delightful moss-ball nest. We spent some time watching and photographing the toing and 

froing. A Lineated Woodpecker was seen and then a lovely Lysimnia Tigerwing. Moving along to 

Huembo, there was a slight delay while we waited for the gates to be opened, but that allowed us 

to see some butterflies with satyrids, skippers and Chryseis Sailor. Entering Huembo we walked 

down to the hummingbird feeders set up and enjoyed a feast of colours as dozens of hummers 

swirled about, feeding and competing. There were many Orange-breasted Coronets and Sparkling 

Violetears, augmented by Green Violetear, Andean Emerald, White-bellied Hummingbird, Bronze 

Inca and the charming White-bellied Woodstar. A Purple-fronted Brilliant put in a brief 

appearance too. However, the star attraction here is the Marvelous Spatuletail and every so often a 

male without rackets appeared to feed as did a female. Sadly the male with the rackets was rather 

shy and although we saw him there was no chance of a photo. Nonetheless we had a very 

enjoyable session photographing and watching the assembled cast. 

Lunch was in a flowery restaurant and afterwards we drove the remaining fifty minutes to Abra 

Patricio seeing some energetic local colour along the way. The lodge was surrounded by lushness 

with many interesting plants as well as some more feeders with Collared Inca and Long-tailed 

Sylph to add to our list of hummers for the day. An amazing shell-less emerald green snail (no not 

a slug) was found and there was some superb big waxy purple-and-white flowers of Lycaste sp 
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orchids dotted about. As if to reinforce we were now on the Amazon-facing slope a strong squall 

swept in not long after we’d arrived. This only renewed the activity of the hummers though and 

meant more photos had to be taken. 

After dinner a Rufous-banded Owl was seen well on the roof-top and there was an amazing 

selection of moths around the lights, from emeralds to leaf-mimics, hawkmoths to micro-moths. 

 

 

Day 13  Abra Patricio 
 

Early morning rain curtailled the birdwatching, but Peter, Roy and I had the compensation of 

great views of a Black Agouti and Phil had seen Grass Green Tanager near his cabin. Dazzling 

Flame-faced Tanagers were seen as we walked to the car park, since given the conditions we had 

opted to drive down a few kilometres to lower, warmer climes. We stopped en route for a superb 

view of the Alta Maya forests and then a bit further down we walked along the road following a 

mixed flock with Blue-winged Mountain-tanager, Versicoloured Barbet, Montane Foliage-gleaner, 

Three-striped Warbler, Crimson-bellied Woodpecker and then excellent views of Golden-olive 

Woodpeckers. A stunning Morpho sp was seen and then photographed perched on a roadside fern 

and Heliconius numata was also seen. There were even more butterflies and insects at our next stop 

where a broad verge held several Scarlet Peacocks, various skippers, grasshoppers, leafhoppers, 

Monarch caterpillars and chrysalids. Then suddenly our target bird for the morning appeared 

briefly. We walked down to search (unbeknown to us Peta was already getting great views on her 

own) and then eventually found the stunning Andean Cock-of-the-rock. Views were fleeting and 

obstructed at first and then one male perched in an open position for fifteen minutes, preening 

and watching the bank of cameras directed towards him. 

 

After lunch time was spent exploring the surrounds of the lodge with superb waxy Lycaste sp and 

various Pleurothallis spp. in the orchid garden. The hummer feeders drew plenty of attention with 

Phil acing a Sword-billed Hummingbird which came into his feeder and Ian getting Emerald-

bellied Puffleg at his. There was an afternoon wander where we saw three superb caterpillars, 

Common Bush-Tanager and Striped Flycatcher as well as a huge orchid Epidendrum lehmannii. 

Then the main event for the evening began with a walk down through the forest, seeing a pink 

Epidendrum and Highland Motmot on the way. We waited in a shelter for an hour as a mixed flock 

with Black-faced and Black-eared Heminspinguses, Streaked Tuftedcheek, Inca Flycatcher and 

Olive-backed Woodcreeper passed through. Rufous-bellied Nighthawks called and were seen 

briefly too. Then as dusk got a hold we walked on to a location for the very rare Long-whiskered 

Owlet. Roberto our guide played the call and we waited patiently for a reply which did eventually 

come. Sure enough Roberto had lined us up superbly for where the bird would come to and 

shining the torch we got lovely views of this delightful little owl clinging to a bamboo cane. It flew 

off but we managed to coax it back in again for more good views of it looking down at us. 

 

The walk back was not as demanding as it had seemed on the way down and we still had the 

energy to search for and even greater selection of amazing moths after dinner.  
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Day 14  Abra Patricio 
 

Those up early got to see the Tayra trot across the lawn for his banana breakfast, standing on the 

feeding platform and gorging on fruit. There were also great views of two Black Agoutis. 

Elsewhere around the lodge we saw Flame-faced, Scarlet-hooded and Grass-green Tanagers, 

whilst a Spectacled Redstart hawked for last nights stunned moths. 

 

Walking down after breakfast we found another Grass-green Tanager and the first bird on the 

forest walk was the lovely Yellow-scarfed Tanager. However, birding was light and there was 

little activity except for Smoky Wood-pewee, Inca Flycatcher and glimpses of Rusty Spinetail. 

Insects and plants were much more in evidence with a stready stream of creatures from satyrids to 

lurid blue tiger beetles with yellow spots. A couple of larger butterflies were also seen with Dot-

banded Satyr posing well, but another satyr being almost impossible to find when it settled, 

though the top surface was a rich orange-red. Climbing up through the lush mossy forest we 

found some good orchids with a Pleurothallis, a tiny Lepanthes and a very delicate lilac and white 

species I haven’t been able to identify (yet), along with rich red Bomarea and flowering bromeliads. 

Those that had stayed behind had had a chance for more hummer photography and agouti 

watching.  

 

Most of the afternoon was free to try and catch up with the wealth of photo opportunities around 

us from birds to orchids. But at 4pm we drove down a short way to search for a special and tricky 

to find hummer. Stopping beside a steep slope and cliffs we waited for a while and then there he 

was a male Royal Sunangel flying along a ridge, perching from time to time. He was a little distant 

for photos but a good sighting nonetheless. In the bushes on the slope were Metallic Green and 

Flame-faced Tanagers, whilst behind in a wide tree were two Beryl-spangled Tanagers. We drove 

down a bit further to try another site which had some huge Epidendrum lehmannii orchids on the 

rocks. Though we found another Royal Sunangel he was too high to see well. However, we had 

stunning views of a Green-fronted Lancebill feeding on hanging pink flowers. A Wedge-billed 

Hummingbird also put in a brief appearance before we left. 

 

 

Day 15  Moyobamba 
 

We left early today to give us good time with the hummers and orchids at our main stop. 

However, an orchid was to feature strongly at our first stop. Driving down on a clear sunny 

morning with magnificent views across the forested hills we pulled into an innocuous area of 

scrub. Roberto then showed as superb Phragmipedium boissierianum, which caused quite a 

photographic queue. Elsewhere in the scrub an ‘88’ was settling and teasing photographers, and 

there was another orchid an Epidendrum and other butterflies. We drove on to our main stop for 

the day the wonderful hummingbird feeders near Moyobamba. Climbing up to the two level 

feeding station we settled down for an exciting session with no fewer than thirteen species seen. 

Stars of the show were probably the dainty Rufous-crested Coquette, which regularly came in to 

feed on the Stachytarpheta bushes (along with a smattering of Phoebis and skippers) and the 

dazzling Golden-tailed Sapphire. White-necked Jacobins were the commonest species and the rest 

of the cast included Grey-breasted Sabrewing, Long-tailed Hermit, Fork-tailed Woodnymph, 

Amethyst-throated Woodstar, Long-billed Starthroat, White-chinned Sapphire, Black-throated 

Mango, Green, Sparkling and Brown Violetears. Walking back down we found a well-
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camouflaged Taygetis leuctra and as we photographed that a movement in the trees revealed itself 

as a Saddle-backed Marmoset. We tried to catch up with these extremely agile little primates, but 

though we had some views, photos were impossible. There were more blues, skippers, a huge 

morpho, an ‘88’ and then a Long-tailed Tyrant, which was perched above a tree with the most 

astonishing caterpillar in, a ten centimetre bundle of dense wool. 

 

After lunch at ‘Butlin’s’ we drove a little way and stopped to peer into a narrow defile for the 

colony of Oilbirds that lived there. They were hard to see at first but with persistence at least nine 

birds could be seen on a ledge. An adjacent tree had several nests of Russet-backed Oropendulas 

which were coming back to visit form time to time. In the verge were many tiny blues and a 

couple of Mexican Fritillaries. All that was left was to complete the remaining stretch to Tarapoto 

and our comfortable hotel. 

 

 

Day 16  Cordillera Escalera and Pumarinri 
 

An early breakfast meant we were away and onto the thickly forested slopes in good time. 

Arriving at our first stop, I intended to be no longer than fifteen minutes, but in the end we stayed 

two hours! Firstly, Roberto called in a Lanceolated Monklet which sat quite high in the trees and 

was eventually spooked by a loud truck. However, the butterflies were starting to stir, beginning 

with a handsome black and orange Heliconius numata bicolorata, but soon others appeared with 

Adelpha iphiclus, a few Heliconius erato (in different colour forms), a rather tatty typical form of 

Heliconius numata, a lovely Green Heliconian and two Adelpha iphiclus. A dark Charis anius 

metalmark with a blue underside settled too. Then first and female and then a male Violaceous 

Trogon were found followed by a superb displaying male Golden-collared Toucanet, with two 

juveniles perched quietly beneath another tree. An enforced delay meant the sudden discovery of 

a fabulous Phantasmal Poison Frog Ameerega bassleri, a male with a dense cluster of tadpoles on 

his back. As this was happening a big Morpho helenor flew past and settled and there were 

stunning blue grasshoppers, more butterflies, Russet-backed Oropendulas and who knows what if 

we hadn’t left. 

 

The second stop was a large area of secondary growth/garden with many heliconias, gingers and 

the like and a large hummingbird gallery. Here we picked up three new species with Blue-tailed 

Emerald, Koepcke’s Hermit and Gould’s Jewelfront as well as the many Cattlehearts flying about. 

Butterflies were numerous with Grey Crackers, several tiny lycaenids, skippers, Scarlet Peacocks 

and back down near a stream was the delightful black and red Meneria Metalmark Amarynthis 

meneria. The pink bodied dragonfly Orthetrum ferrugineum was perching obligingly on a thin 

branch and there were various other odonata, an Adelpha and assorted skippers. 

 

We drove back to Tarapoto for a good lunch and then left for Pumarinri, nestled among the 

forested hills of the Cordillera Azul. After a break to settle in we set off with our guide Angel to 

walk the forest trail next to the lodge. A stream runs through the forest here and it is the ideal 

environment for poison frogs, although butterflies took over at first with a blue-spotted Starry 

Night Cracker Hamadryas laodamia. The first species of frog was found and photographed, 

Hyloxylus nexipus, a rather sombre species but with some reddish colouring and greyish legs. More 

butterflies followed with Mexican Cicadian and a Cissia sp, then the next frog the reddish-brown 

Brilliant-thighed Poison Frog Allobates femoralis, which has bright yellow spots inside the thighs. 
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Butterflies were constantly flying past with a large Cattleheart, brown Pierella lamia settling on the 

leaf litter, as was the first Three-striped Poison Frog Ameerega trivittata. This is a lively species to 

say the least and it was difficult to prevent it leaping away. A second one was found motionless in 

the undergrowth, at the same time we got a lovely translucent Confused Amberwing Methona 

confusa perching on a leaf. Then the grand finale the exquisite Mimic Poison Frog Ranitomeya 

imitator, a marvellous combination of yellow-orange with blue legs, spotted black all over.  

 

The same little trail was where we went for the nightwalk and it was a very productive one. Frogs 

and spiders featured strongly with first of all a rough-skinned Trachycephalus typhonius , followed 

by an exciting triumvirate of a large Giant (Cane) Toad, a decent-sized male tarantula and an 

impressive Huntsman Spider whose legs spanned at least twelve centimetres. But as we were in 

the midst of photographing these a Common Opossum suddenly appeared charging between us 

and up a bank. There followed at least eight roosting Three-striped Poison Frogs as well as one 

gorgeous Mimic Poison Frog. Large green crickets with horns, an even larger flying phasmid, 

wandering spiders, roosting heliconid butterfly and a couple of other smaller Rain Frogs 

completed the evening. 

 

 

Day 17  Pumarinri 
 

A phenomenal butterfly day! But before all of this there was a morning birding walk which began 

with Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper and Black-faced Nunbird in the garden, followed by 

Yellow-rumped Caciques, Opal-crested Tanagers and Mouse-coloured Antshrike. There were 

some good insects too with a Starry Night Cracker and a large shield bug the best. 

 

We drove a short distance after breakfast, arriving at a point where a stream ran out across a road 

and a makeshift swimming pool had been created. There were three shimmering Urania leilus 

Swallowtail Moths flying low over the road but they weren’t settling (yet). Walking along the 

forest trail a few butterflies were on the wing including Mechanitis polymnia, a white-spotted Aides 

skipper (very fond of Peta’s water bottle) and some splendid morphos. Near the end of the trail a 

scarlet stick insect was found and then as we walked back everything livened up for good. A 

lovely Phidais Firetip teased us for a while as did the large blue day-flying moths that were 

common. A Common Brown Morpho was much more obliging, settling perfectly still on a leaf. 

Entering an open area there was a excellent close view of a rufous-breasted morph of Double-

toothed Kite as it watched for insect food, unconcerned by us (they often follow troops of 

monkeys to see what they disturb, we were just bigger and couldn’t climb trees). An anole 

watched us closely from the same tree. As we moved on there was the Phidais Firetip taking salts 

along with a fine Giant Sicklewing, both fairly approachable. Arriving at the road and two of the 

stunning Swallowtail Moths had settled and were taking salts next to a dead compatriot (passing 

vehicles are a hazard) and Ian S and I had fabulous views of them. The butterflying went a bit 

crazy from then on with a second creek over flow which had a dazzling array of species coming 

and going. Highlights were the long-tailed Arcius Swordtail, Callicore hystaspes, little groups of 

Pausanias Swallowtails mingling with Pisonis, Pamela and Black-banded Whites, the sculpted 

wings of Marpesia petreus, a multicoloured Trochilus Metalmark, a sumptuous luminous purple 

Alpais Purplewing, intricately patterned Amazon Beauty and Red Rim. There were many more 

and new ones kept arriving as we spent a very enjoyable two hours by the stream. 
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Tearing ourselves away we returned for lunch and a rest, seeing an Amazon Whiptail as we 

arrived back. Later in the afternoon we took a boat downriver a short way and then took a walk 

on the other side on the edge of the Cordillera Azul national park. On arrival there was a little 

Litter Frog and a large Prola Beauty settled on a tree trunk. Moving into the forest a stunning 

transparent Pink-tipped Satyr settled and drew a lot of camera attention, moving from time to 

time but always available for photos.  A fabulous insect. The white tips of Pierella lucia also flashed 

through the forest at regular intervals, the butterfly always settling on the leaf litter (and at 

awkward angles) and sometimes opening the wings wide. The butterflies were good but the stars 

of the afternoon were the two different orange and black morphs of Mimic Poison Frog, one of 

them fully banded with black. Arriving back at the boat there was a pleasant almost ethereal late 

afternoon light on the river. 

 

The post dinner night walk was a success with first of all great views of Feruginous Pygmy-Owl, 

then a Witch Moth followed by a superb Hoffmann’s Two-toed Sloth only fifteen metres away. the 

only downside was the animal tucked its pink nose out view in response to our torches. While we 

waited for a nose to appear we tried to call in Black-banded Owl and after ten minutes succeeded 

with one perching thirty metres away. it was found again but in a awkward place and then flew 

only to start calling. There was no luck finding it again but checking the sloth a second time the 

pink nose had reappeared.   

 

A partial list of the day’s butterflies - 

 

Achylodes busurius 

Ancyluris aulestes 

Antigonus nearchus 

Antirrhea philoctetes 

Ascia monuste 

Baeotus aeilus 

Biblis hyperia 

Callicore excelsior 

Callicore hystaspes 

Caria trochilus 

Cithaerias pireta 

Dymanine postverta 

Emesia mandala 

Eunica alpais 

Eunica norica 

Haetera piera 

Hamadryas laodamia 

Itaballia demophile 

Itaballia pandosia 

Jemadia sp. 

Marpesia petreus 

Mechanitis polymnia 

Memphis sp. 

Mesosemia judicialis 

Mimoides pausanias 
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Morpho helenor 

Morpho menelaus 

Morpho rhetenor 

Panacea prola 

Perrhybris pamela 

Pierella sp 

Pseudopieris nehemia 

Pyrrhopyge phidias 

Rhetus arcius 

 

 

Day 18  Pumarinri 
 

Another stunning butterfly day! This time we drove from the lodge to a rough track where we met 

our guide Stephanie. As soon as we started walking there was interest with some superb 

grasshoppers and a dazzling little jumping spider. Butterflies were a constant presence and 

highlights inlcuded the various abundant crackers, Small Beauty settled on a tree trunk, a Eurybia 

albiseriata on an hibiscus flower, an iridescent green hairstreak Chalybus janais and plentiful 

morphos of at least three species, with achilles, helenor and menelaus. A Green-backed (White-

tailed) Trogon provided a bird highlight. There was a remarkable woolly caterpillar and then 

reaching a stream we saw an Bird-eating Snake (?) on a log. There were some fine butterflies too 

with shining blue Lasaia agesilas, Giant Sicklewing skippers, and regular arrivals of morphos onto 

the banana bait. A Panacea parola also came in briefly. Moving on there was black and red 

Amarynthis meneria and then  in a sunny break Memphis praxias was coming down along with 

Adelpha mesentina. Stephanie then found a stunning Morpho cesseis caterpillar, an amazing mix of 

bright green and bristly hairs. Lunch was in the shade before carrying on seeing a lovely bluish 

Oleria sp. and a perched Malachite with the sun shining through part opened wings.  Nearing 

Stephanie’s house there was Archaeoprepona demophon, Catonephele acontius and brightly-marked 

Nessaea obrinus and then yet more morphos (we had seen so many today).  

 

We had a short break at the house and then began the walk back seeing a large cricket, then the 

owl Caligo idiomeneus, another Panacea parola and a pair of mating Mechanitis polymnia. Reaching 

the stream again there were a few butterflies around but Stephanie then spotted a truly 

remarkable Anteros renaldus with pink hairy legs. Activity had dropped significantly by now and 

we made the last few hundred metres with few stops. We met up again with Phil, Kate and Ian 

who had walked back earlier seeing another large Bird-eating Snake eating a frog and an 

attractively patterned (though dead) Snail-eating Snake Dipsas catesbyi (?).  

 

We said farewell to our guide/host Stephanie and drove back to the lodge well satisfied.  

 

A partial list of the day’s butterflies - 

 

Adelpha cytherea 

Adelpha mesentina 

Amarynthis meneria 

Anteros renaldus 

Archaeoprepona demophon 
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Brassolis sophorae 

Caligo idiomeneus 

Catonephele catone 

Catonephele numilia 

Chalybus janais 

Cissia penelope  

Colobura dirce 

Dymanine aremisia ? 

Ectima thecla 

Eurybia albiseriata 

Hamadryas arinome 

Hamadryas februa 

Hamadryas laodamia 

Heliconius erato 

Heliconius numata 

Lasaia agesilas 

Mechanitis polymnia 

Memphis praxias 

Morpho achilles 

Morpho cisseis (caterpillar) 

Morpho helenor 

Morpho menelaus 

Oleria sp 

Opsiphanes sp 

Panacea prola 

Paridea neophilus 

Siproeta stelenes 

Tigridia acesta 

  

 

Day 19  Pumarinri and to Lima 
 

It was time to leave and return home after the diverse landscapes and habitats of Peru, having 

travelled from the high Andes to desert coast, to dry forest and cloud forest to rainforest. We had 

a leisurely breakfast and left at 9.15 driving the hour to the airport where the onward flight was 

trouble free. The wait at Lima passed, the plane was delayed an hour but we all got back okay. 

 

Day 20  Arrive home 
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CHECKLISTS 1 - BIRDS 
 
Andean Tinamou Nothoprocta pentlandii One at Laguna Llanganuco? 

Andean Goose Chloephaga melanoptera Highland lakes, puna 

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis  Laguna Llanganuco, Carpa 

Yellow-billed Pintail  Anas georgica  Laguna Llanganuco 

Yellow-billed Teal Anas flavirostris Common on highland lakes 

Puna Teal Anas puna Laguna Llanganuco 

Crested Duck Lophonetta specularoides Highland lakes 

Speckled Chachalaca  Ortalis guttata  Near Gocta, heard around Pumarinri 

White-tufted Grebe  Rollandia rolland  Lake at Carpa 

Peruvian Pelican  Pelecanus thagus  Abundant at Puerto Eten 

Blue-footed Booby  Sula nebouxii Puerto Eten, streaked head, blue feet(!) 

Peruvian Booby  Sula variegate Puerto Eten, white head 

Red-legged Cormorant  Phalacrocorax gaimardi Puerto Eten 

Guanay Cormorant  Phalacrocorax bougainvillii Puerto Eten, white underside 

Fasciated Tiger-Heron  Tigrisoma fasciatum One on Rio  

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis Widespread in rural areas 

Striated Heron  Butorides striata Rio Huallago 

Cocoi Heron  Ardea cocoi Roio Huallago 

Great Egret  Ardea alba Scattered in marshy places 

Snowy Egret  Egretta thula Scattered in wetlands 

Puna Ibis  Plegadis ridgwayi Common around Huaraz 

Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura Abundant 

Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus Abundant 

Andean Condor  Vultur gryphus Two en route to Cajamarca 

Swallow-tailed Kite  Elanoides forficatus Around Pumarinri, lovely elegant bird 

Double-toothed Kite  Harpagus bidentatus Rufous-breasted morph at Pumarinri 

Black-chested Buzzard-

Eagle  

Geranoaetus melanoleucus En route to Cajamarca 

Harris’s  Hawk  Parabuteo unicinctus Chappari 

Roadside Hawk  Buteo magnirostris Near Pumarinri 

Variable Hawk  Buteo polyosoma Huaraz, near Chappari 

Black-and-chestnut Eagle  Spizaetus isidori  

Mountain Caracara  Phalcoboenus megalopterus  Large flock near Cajamarca 

Aplomado Falcon  Falco femoralis One at Kuelap (LOB) 

American Kestrel  Falco sparverius Widespread in open drier areas 

Common  Moorhen  Gallinula Chloropus Near Cajamarca 

Giant Coot Fulica gigantea Carpa lake 

Andean  Coot  Fulica ardesiaca Laguna Llanganuco 

Andean Lapwing  Vanellus resplendens Laguna Llanganuco 

American Oystercatcher  Haematopus palliates Puerto Eten 

Baird’s Sandpiper  Calidris bairdii Laguna Llanganuco 

Andean Gull Chroicocephalus serranus Highland lakes 

Laughing Gull  Leucophaeus atricilla Puerto Eten 

Belcher’s (Band-tailed) Gull  Gull Larus belcheri Puerto Eten 

Inca Tern  Larosterna inca Puerto Eten, stunning elegant bird 

Peruvian Pigeon  Patagioenas oenops Maranon Valley, Chappari, Rios 

Band-tailed Pigeon  Patagioenas fasciata Abra Patricio 

Plumbeous Pigeon  Patagioenas plumbea Pumarinri 

West Peruvian Dove  Zenaida meloda Widespread in drier west 
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Eared Dove  Zenaida auriculata Huaraz 

Croaking Ground-Dove  Columbina cruziana Widespread in drier west 

White-tipped Dove  Leptotila verreauxi Widespread  

Scarlet-fronted Parakeet  Aratinga wagleri Gocta 

Blue-winged Parrotlet  Forpus xanthopterygius Pumarinri 

Pacific Parrotlet  Forpus coelestis Chappari  

Blue-headed Parrot  Pionus menstruus Pumarinri  

Speckle-faced Parrot  Pionus tumultuosus Abra Patricio 

Smooth-billed Ani  Crotophaga ani Common in the east, crest on beak 

Groove-billed Ani  Crotophaga sulcirostris Common in the west, grooved beak 

Peruvian Screech-Owl  Megascops roboratus Chappari  

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl  Glaucidium brasilianum Pumarinri, seen well 

Peruvian Pygmy-Owl  Glaucidium peruanum Chappari, seen well 

Long-whiskered Owlet  Xenoglaux loweryi Good views at Abra Patricio of this rare 

and endangered bird 

Black-banded Owl  Ciccaba huhula Pumarinri  

Rufous-bellied Nighthawk  Lurocalis rufiventris Brief views at Abra Patricio 

Common Pauraque  Nyctidromus albicollis Heard at Leymebamba, Gocta 

Oilbird Steatornis caripensis Near Moyobamba 

Andean Swift Aeronautes andecolus Laguna Paron 

White-collared Swift  Streptoprocne zonaris Large flocks at Abra Patricio and 

Pumarinri 

HUMMINGBIRDS   An impressive 40 species seen. 

Green-fronted Lancebill  Doryfera ludovicae Steller views on road below Abra Patricio 

Koepcke’s Hermit  Phaethornis koepckeae Cordillera Escalera 

Long-tailed Hermit  Phaethornis superciliosus Moyobamba, Cordillera Escalera 

Grey-breasted Sabrewing Campylopterus largipennis Widespread in east, sombre 

White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora Moyobamba and Cordillera Escalera, blue 

and white 

Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis Moyobamba  

Sparkling Violetear  Colibri coruscans Huembo, Gocta, Moyobamba, larger than 

Green Violetear and with purple belly 

Green Violetear  Colibri thalassinus Huembo, Moyobamba, Abra Patricio 

Brown Violetear Colibri delphinae Cordillera Escalera 

Blue-tailed Emerald  Chlorostilbon mellisugus Cordillera Escalera 

Fork-tailed Woodnymph  Thalurania furcate Moyobamba, Cordillera Escalera 

Gould’s Jewelfront Heliodoxa aurescens Cordillera Escalera 

Tumbes Hummingbird  Leucippus baeri Chappari, dull 

Spot-throated 

Hummingbird  

Leucippus taczanowskii En route to Cajamarca, Maranon Valley 

White-chinned Sapphire  Hylocharis cyanus Moyobamba  

Golden-tailed Sapphire Chrysuronia oenone A beauty, Moyobamba, Cordillera 

Escalera 

White-bellied 

Hummingbird  

Amazilia chionogaster Gocta, Huembo 

Amazilia Hummingbird  Amazilia amazilia Chappari  

Andean Emerald Amazilia franciae  Huembo  

Violet-fronted Brilliant  Heliodoxa leadbeateri Gocta 

Fawn-breasted Brilliant  Heliodoxa rubinoides Abra Patricio 

Giant Hummingbird Patagona gigas Laguna Paron 

Shining Sunbeam Aglaeactis cupripennis Laguna Paron (LOB) 
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Andean Hillstar Oreotrochilus estella Carpa, among Puya raimondii 

Bronzy Inca  Coeligena coeligena Huembo, Abra Patricio 

Collared Inca  Coeligena torquata Huembo, Abra Patricio 

Sword-billed Hummingbird  Ensifera ensifera Abra Patricio 

Chestnut-breasted Coronet  Boissonneaua matthewsii Huembo, Abra Patricio 

Rainbow Starfrontlet Coeligena iris Leymebamba 

Royal Sunangel  Heliangelus regalis Below Abra Patricio 

Purple-throated Sunangel Heliangelus viola Kuelap, Gocta 

Emerald-bellied Puffleg  Eriocnemis alinae Abra Patricio 

Green-tailed Trainbearer  Lesbia nuna Leymebamba 

Long-tailed Sylph  Aglaiocercus kingi Abra Patricio 

Wedge-billed 

Hummingbird  

Schistes geoffroyi Below Abra Patricio 

Marvelous Spatuletail  Loddigesia mirabilis Huembo  

Long-billed Starthroat  Heliomaster longirostris Moyobamba 

Purple-collared Woodstar  Myrtis fanny Chappari 

Oasis Hummingbird  Rhodopis vesper Chappari 

Rufous-crested Coquette Lophornis delattrei Moyobamba 

Amesthyst Woodstar Calliphlox amethystina Moyobamba 

White-bellied Woodstar  Chaetocercus mulsant Gocta, Huembo, Abra Patricio 

Short-tailed Woodstar  Myrmia micrura Chappari 

Violaceous Trogon  Trogon violaceus Cordillera Escalera 

Green-backed Trogon  Trogon viridis Lower slopes of Cordillera Escalera 

American Pygmy 

Kingfisher  

Chloroceryle aenea  

Highland Motmot Motmotus aequatorialis One at Abra Patricio 

Lanceolated Monklet  Micromonacha lanceolate Cordillera Escalera 

Black-fronted Nunbird  Monasa nigrifrons Pumarinri  

Versicolored Barbet  Eubucco versicolor Below AP, gorgeous colour combination 

Gray-breasted Mountain-

Toucan  

Andigena hypoglauca Superb little toucan near Leymebamba 

Golden-collared Toucanet Selenidera reinwardtii Good views of Cordillera Escalera 

Chestnut-eared Araçari  Pteroglossus castanotis One flew over bus as we left Pumarinri 

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker  Melanerpes cruentatus  Restaurant at Moyobamba 

Smoky-brown Woodpecker  Picoides fumigatus  Abra Patricio 

Scarlet-backed Woodpecker  Veniliornis callonotus  Chappari  

Crimson-mantled 

Woodpecker  

Colaptes rivolii  Leymebamba  

Golden-olive Woodpecker  Colaptes rubiginosus  Chappari, Abra Patricio 

Andean Flicker  Colaptes rupicola  Superb flock of at least two dozen birds, 

at Carpa 

Lineated Woodpecker  Dryocopus lineatus  Chappari, Gocta 

Crimson-bellied 

Woodpecker  

Campephilus 

haematogaster  

Below Abra Patricio, rare 

Tyrannine Woodcreeper  Dendrocincla tyrannina  Abra Patricio 

Olive-backed Woodcreeper  Xiphorhynchus 

triangularis  

Leymebamba 

Cinnamon-throated 

Woodcreeper 

Dendrexetastes rufigula Pumarinri  

Montane Woodcreeper  Lepidocolaptes lacrymiger  Leymebamba  

Coastal Miner  Geositta peruviana Coastal desert 
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Pacific Hornero Funarius leucopus Common in the west, attractive chestnut-

coloured terrestrial bird  

Plain-breasted Earthcreeper Upucerthia jelskii Carpa 

Bar-winged Cinclodes Cinclodes fuscus Common in highland areas 

Rusty-crowned Tit-Spinetail Leptastheneura pileata Laguna Paron 

Black-crested Tit-Tyrant Anairetes nigrocristatus Laguna Llanganuco 

Rufous Spinetail  Synallaxis unirufa Abra Patricio 

Line-cheeked Spinetail Cranioleuca antisiensis Laguna Llanganuco, Kuelap 

Streaked Tuftedcheek  Pseudocolaptes 

boissonneautii 

Abra Patricio 

Montane Foliage-gleaner  Anabacerthia striaticollis Abra Patricio 

Mouse-coloured Antshrike Thamnophilus murinus Pumarinri  

Collared Antshrike  Thamnophilus bernardi Chappari  

Chestnut-tailed Antbird  Myrmeciza hemimelaena Pumarinri  

Chestnut Antpitta  Grallaria blakei Heard and nearly seen at Abra Patricio 

Rusty-tinged Antpitta  Grallaria przewalskii Heard and nearly seen at Abra Patricio 

Elegant Crescentchest  Melanopareia elegans Chappari  

Black-capped Tyrannulet  Phyllomyias nigrocapillus Abra Patricio 

Southern Beardless-

Tyrannulet  

Camptostoma obsoletum Chappari, Gocta 

Tawny-crowned Pygmy-

Tyrant  

Euscarthmus meloryphus Chappari 

Gray-and-white Tyrannulet  Pseudelaenia leucospodia Chappari  

Yellow-bellied Elaenia  Elaenia flavogaster Gocta  

Streak-necked Flycatcher  Mionectes striaticollis Abra Patricio 

Inca Flycatcher  Leptopogon taczanowskii Abra Patricio 

Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant  Lophotriccus pileatus Heard at Abra Patricio 

Johnson’s Tody- Flycather  Poecilotricus luluae Abra Patricio 

Black-throated Tody-Tyrant  Hemitriccus granadensis Abra Patricio 

Bran-colored Flycatcher  Myiophobus fasciatus Chappari, Maranon 

Cinnamon Flycatcher  Pyrrhomyias cinnamomeus Abra Patricio 

Smoke-coloured Pewee  Contopus fumigatus Abra Patricio 

Western Wood-Pewee  Contopus sordidulus Near Cajamarca 

Black Phoebe  Sayornis nigricans Pumarinri  

Vermilion Flycatcher  Pyrocephalus rubinus Widespread in west 

Tumbes Tyrant  Tumbezia salvini Chappari, lovely bird 

D’Orbigny’s Chat-Tyrant Ochthoeca oenanthoides Common in highlands 

Drab Water Tyrant  Ochthornis littoralis Rio Huallago 

Spot-billed Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola 

maculirostris 

Laguna Paron 

Ochre-naped Ground-

Tyrant 

Muscisaxicola flavinucha Carpa, pale grey upright, yellow crown 

Puna Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola juninensis Laguna Llanganuco 

Pale-edged Flycatcher  Myiarchus cephalotes Abra Patricio 

Great Kiskadee  Pitangus sulphuratus Pumarinri 

Social Flycatcher  Myiozetetes similis Abra Patricio 

Golden-crowned Flycatcher Myiodynastes 

chrysocephlus 

Abra Patricio 

Baird’s Flycatcher  Myiodynastes bairdii Chappari  

Tropical Kingbird  Tyrannus melancholicus Common and widespread 

Green-and-black Fruiteater  Pipreola riefferii A glimpse at Abra Patricio 
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Andean Cock-of-the-rock  Rupicola peruvianus Excellent views of a male below Abra 

Patricio 

Rufous-browed 

Peppershrike  

Cyclarhis gujanensis Abra Patricio 

Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus Gocta  

White-collared Jay  Cyanolyca viridicyanus Chappari, lovely bird well seen at feeders 

Green Jay  Cyanocorax yncas Heard at Gocta 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus Lima 

Blue-and-white Swallow  Pygochelidon cyanoleuca Widespread and common 

White-banded Swallow  Atticora fasciata Rio Huallago 

Thrush-like Wren  Campylorhynchus 

turdinus 

Maranon Valley 

Gray-mantled Wren  Odontorchilus branickii Abra Patricio 

House Wren  Troglodytes aedon Scattered  

Speckle-breasted Wren  Pheugopedius sclater Heard at Gocta 

Superciliated Wren  Cantorchilus superciliaris Heard at Chappari 

Long-tailed Mockingbird  Mimus longicaudatus  Common in the dry west 

Tropical Gnatcatcher  Polioptila plumbea  Chappari, Gocta  

Chiguanco Thrush Turdus chiguanco En route to Leymebamba 

Marañón Thrush  Turdus maranonicus  Maranon Valley 

Great Thrush  Turdus fuscater  Highlands, Gocta, Kuelap 

Slaty Thrush  Turdus nigriceps  Chappari  

Bananaquit  Coereba flaveola  Chappari, etc 

Grass-green Tanager  Chlorornis riefferii  Wonderful vivid green bird, with red face, 

Abra Patricio 

Common Bush-Tanager  Chlorospingus 

ophthalmicus 

Abra Patricio 

Black-capped Hemispingus  Hemispingus atropileus  Abra Patricio 

Black-eared Hemispingus  Hemispingus melanotis  Abra Patricio 

Buff-bellied Tanager  Thlypopsis inornata  Gocta  

Hepatic Tanager  Piranga flava  Maranon Valley 

Red-hooded Tanager  Piranga rubriceps Abra Patricio, scarce 

Silver-beaked Tanager  Ramphocelus carbo Gocta, Pumarinri 

Blue-capped Tanager  Thraupis cyanocephala Abra Patricio 

Blue-gray Tanager  Thraupis episcopus Gocta  

Palm Tanager  Thraupis palmarum Pumarinri, Gocta  

Blue-winged Mountain-

Tanager  

Anisognathus somptuosus Abra Patricio 

Yellow-throated Tanager  Iridosornis analis Abra Patricio 

Yellow-scarfed Tanager  Iridosornis reinhardti Abra Patricio 

Purple-throated Euphonia  Euphonia chlorotica Great views of a pair nest building near 

Pedro Ruis 

Opal-crowned Tanager Tangara callophrys Pumarinri  

Bay-headed Tanager  Tangara gyrola Abra Patricio 

Metallic-green Tanager  Tangara labradorides Below Abra Patricio 

Beryl-spangled Tanager  Tangara nigroviridis Abra Patricio 

Flame-faced Tanager  Tangara parzudakii Abra Patricio 

Purple Honeycreeper  Cyanerpes caeruleus Pumarinri  

Rusty Flower-piercer  Diglossa sittoides Gocta  

Bluish Flower-piercer  Diglossa caerulescens Abra Patricio 

Masked Flower-piercer  Diglossa cyanea Highlands  
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Cinereous Conebill  Conirostrum cinereum Chappari  

Tumbes Sparrow  Aimophila stolzmanni Chappari  

Black-striped Sparrow  Arremonops conirostris Kuelap, Gocta 

Rufous-collared Sparrow  Zonotrichia capensis Widespread in west 

Saffron Finch  Sicalis flaveola Chappari  

Greenish Yellowfinch Sicalis olivascens Laguna Llanganuco  

Plumbeous Sierra-Finch Phrygilus unicolor Highlands  

Peruvian Sierra-Finch Phrygilus punensis Highlands  

Buff-bridled Inca-Finch Incaspiza laeta Lovely bird, Maranon Valley 

Collared Warbling-Finch  Poospiza hispaniolensis Chappari  

Blue-black Grassquit  Volatinia jacarina Chappari  

Black-and-white Seedeater  Sporophila luctuosa Gocta ( a female) 

Parrot-billed Seedeater  Sporophila peruviana Chappari, common 

Dull-colored Grassquit  Tiaris obscurus Leymebamba  

Chestnut-capped Brush-

Finch  

Arremon brunneinucha Abra Patricio 

Yellow-breasted Brush-

Finch  

Atlapetes latinuchus Huembo  

White-headed Brush-Finch  Atlapetes albiceps Chappari  

Golden-bellied Grosbeak  Pheucticus chrysogaster Chappari, Maranon Valley 

Streaked Saltator  Saltator striatipectus Gocta 

Tropical Parula  Parula pitiayumi Chappari  

Spectacled Redstart  Myioborus melanocephalus Leymebambo, Abra Patricio 

Three-striped Warbler  Basileuterus tristriatus Below Abra Patricio 

Yellow-tailed Oriole  Icterus mesomelas Maranon Valley 

White-edged Oriole  Icterus graceannae Chappari  

Russet-backed Oropendola  Psarocolius angustifrons Moyobamba, Pumarinri 

Yellow-rumped Cacique  Cacicus cela Pumarinri  

Scrub Blackbird  Dives warszewiczi Common in dry west 

Peruvian Meadowlark  Sturnella bellicose Chappari  

Hooded Siskin  Carduelis magellanica Laguna Paron, Abra Patricio 
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CHECKLIST 2 - MAMMALS 
 
Sechuran Fox Lycalopex senchurae Chappari, delicate little canine, seen superbly 

close. 

White-tailed Deer Odocoileus virginianus Chappari  

Big-eared Climbing Rat Ototylomys phyllitos Chappari, two at night near cabins 

Guayaquil Squirrel Sciurus stramineus Chappari  

Brazilian Rabbit Sylvilagus brasiliensis  Near Leymebamba 

Tayra Eira barbara AP, seen well 

Black Agouti Dasyprocta fuliginosa AP, seen well 

Saddle-backed Tamarin Saguinus fuscicollis Moyobamba, fast moving! 

Common Opossum Didelphis marsupialis Pumarinri, one ran through us at night 

Hoffmann’s two-toed 

Sloth 

Choleopus hoffmannii Pumarinri, seen well at night 
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CHECKLIST 3 - AMPHIBIANS 
 
Litter Frog  Pumarinri 

Rain Frog Eleutherodactylus sp Pumarinri  

Giant Toad Rhinella marina Pumarinri, big and warty 

Brilliant-thighed Poison 

Frog 

Allobates femoralis Pumarinri, vivid yellow spots at base of hind legs 

Phantasmal Poison Frog Ameerega basleri Cordillera Escalera, one with a tadpole cluster on his 

back 

Mimic Poison frog Ranitomeya imitator Pumarinri, variable colour from yellow and blue to 

orange with back spots/blotches/bands 

Three-striped Poison 

Frog 

Ameerega trivittata Pumarinri – as it says on the tin. Common. 

Los Tayos Rocket Frog Hyloxylus nexipus Pumarinri, reddish stripes  

Veined Tree Frog Trachycephalus 

typhonius 

Pumarinri, rough skinned, IUCN Red List 

(fragmented population) 

 

CHECKLIST 4 - REPTILES 
 
Bird-eating Snake ?  Lower Cordillera Escalera, eating a frog. 

Snail-eating Snake Dipsas catesbyi Lower Cordillera Escalera, attractively marked 

black/white at one end and brown at the other – 

but dead nonetheless! 

Anole  Norops sp Pumarinri  

Curly-tailed Lizard Microlophus sp Canon del Pato 

Western Curly-tailed 

Lizard 

Microlophus occipitlis Chappari  

Koepcke’s Curly-tailed 

Lizard 

Microlophus keopckeorum Chappari  

Lined Whiptail  Ameiva adracantha Chappari  

Gecko species  At least two different ones seen 

Koford’s Gecko Phyllodactylus kofordii Chappari  

Green Iguana  Iguana iguana Near Chappari  

Amazon Whiptail Ameiva ameiva Pumarinri, green with brown tail 
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CHECKLIST 5 - BUTTERFLIES 
Around 125 species recorded. Identification in the early part of the trip was hampered by a lack of 

information, but the dazzling last few days in the lowlands brought rich rewards. Many more 

species are likely once all the photos have been looked at and identified. The following is mainly a 

list of what I saw, there will be more and 150 species is easily possible around Pumarinri alone! 

Species recorded in 2014 are also included to provide a more complete picture of the butterfly 

fauna possible. 

 

Papillionidea 
 

 

Parides pathonus Pathonus 

Cattleheart 

Very large species, Cordillera Escalera 

Parides spp Black-banded 

White 

Various seen, but hard to identify without capture! 

Heraclides thoas Thoas Swallowtail Typical black and yellow swallowtail, seen in flight in various 

places 

Mimoides pausanias Pausanias 

Swallowtail 

Groups taking salts at Pumarinri, shining bluish patch on 

upperwing 

 

Pieridae  
 

 

Ascia monuste Great Southern 

White 

Large white, black tips, Pumarinri 

Glutophrisssa  

drusilla 

Florida White Medium sized white, Pumarinri 

Itaballia demophile Black-banded 

White 

Orange with bars, long pointed wings, Pumarinri 

Itaballia pandosia Pisonis White Black with red band on hind wing, Pumarinri 

Eurema elathea Elathea Yellow Widespread, yellow forewing, white hindwing  

Eurema spp Grass Yellows  

Phoebis argante Apricot Sulphur Most heavily marked underside of the three species, also 

richer orange-yellow 

Phoebia sennae Cloudless Sulphur Longer profile when settled, generally pale yellow 

Phoebis philea Orange-barred 

Sulphur 

Roundish profile when settled, richer yellow than sennae, 

orange marks on upper 

 

Nymphalidae 

 

Adelpha cytherea Smooth-banded 

Sister 

Brown with white bands and large band of orange on 

forewing 

Adelpha iphiclus  Pointer Sister Brown with white band and smallish spot of orange, 

Cordillera Escalera 

Adelpha mesentina Mesentina Sister Brown with orange band, Cordillera Escalera 

Marpesia marcella  Orange with purple patch, Gocta 

Marpesia petreus  Orange with bars, long pointed wings, Pumarinri 

Biblis hyperia  Red Rim Black with red band on hind wing, Pumarinri 

Callicore excelsior  Skittish, large ‘88’ red bands on black and yellow circles on 

underwing, Pumarinri 

Callicore hystaspes  Settled on mud at Pumarinri, yellow with black lines on 

underwing  

http://www.greentours.co.uk/


Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  25 
 

Catonephele numilia Blue-frosted Catone Cordillera Escalera, vivid orange spots on black, blue trailing 

edge. 

Diaethria clymena  An ‘88’, with prominent ‘numbers on white underside. Gocta 

Perisama alicia  Similar to Diaethria clymena but no numbers, white underside 

hindwing with just a row of black dots, red and blue forewing. 

Gocta. 

Perisama 

bomplandii 

 Restaurant at Kuelap, white underside, iridescent green bands 

on underwing. 

Dynamine artemisia  Artemisia Sailor White with brown bands, Cordillera Escallera 

Dynamine chryseis Chryseis Sailor Shiny blue-green upper, white with brown bands under, 

Kuelap 

Dynamine postverta Four-spotted Sailor Shiny blue-green upper, white with brown bands under  with 

prominent ocelli. Pumarinri. Chappari(?) 

Eunica alpais Alpais Purplewing Stunning purple upperwing, Pumarinri 

Eunica norica  Smaller than alpais, but similar, prominent ocelli on hindwing 

underside. Pumarinri. 

Hamadryas 

amphinome 

Red Cracker Pumarinri (2014) 

Hamadryas arinome Arinome Cracker Bluish with heart-shaped hind ocelli spots. Cordillera 

Escalera. 

Hamadryas februa Grey Cracker Common and widespread 

Hamadryas 

laodamia 

Starry Night 

Cracker 

Dark blue with paler spots, Pumarinri 

Nessaea obrinus  Obrina Olivewing Striking orange and light blue markings on brown, fast-flying. 

Cordillera Escalera 

Junonia evarete Tropical Buckeye Widespread, prominent ocelli on brown. 

Cybdelis mnasylus Empress  Huembo (Abra Patricio 2014), brown with big purple spots 

Anartia amathea Scarlet Peacock Widespread in east, wide red bands. 

Anartia jatrophae White Peacock Cordillera Escalera 

Siproeta stelenes Malachite  Lovely stainglass window green wings. Cordillera escalera 

Colobura dirce Small Beauty On trees. Cordillera Escalera 

Tigridia acesta  Zebra Beuaty Cordillera Escalera 

Smyrna blomfildia Blomfild’s Beauty Chappari, cryptic underside, orange upperside 

Baeotus aelius Amazon Beauty Pumarinri.  

Hypanartia 

kefersteini 

 Deep red, Kuelap restaurant site 

Hypanartia lethe Orange Mapwing Gocta. Large orange species. 

Panacea prola   Beautiful species, pale blue bands on blue upper, deep red 

hindwing underside. Cordillera Escalera, Pumarinri. 

 

Charaxinae 
 

Archaeoprepona 

demophon 

One-spotted 

Prepona 

Feeding on bananas at Cordillera Escalera, also Gocta. Wide 

bright blue upper wing band 

Memphis praxias Praxias Memphis Finely speckled underwing, blue upper wing, on bananas at 

Cordillea Escalera 

Memphis spp  One at Gocta, iridescent blue upperwing, cryptic beneath. 

Another large species seen at Pumarinri. 

 

Danainae 
 

Danaus gilippus Queen  Smaller than Monarch, scattered. 
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Danaus plexippus Monarch The familiar swift flying, caterpillars also seen. Widespread. 

 

Heliconiinae 
 

Actinote negra  Blackish with red-orange bands, Gocta 

Actinote pellenea  Blackish with orange band and cream on forewing, Gocta 

Euptoieta hegesia Mexican Fritillary Abra Patricio 

Agraulis vanillae Gulf Fritillary Chappari  

Dione juno Juno Sickle-winged, orange with black, pearly spots on underside. 

Cajamarca, Pumarinri 

Dione moneta  Highlands  

Dryas iulia Julia  Widespread, sickle-winged orange species 

Heliconius erato  Erato Longwing Widespread in lowland wet forests, horizontal cream band, 

vertical red, but variable with some also having red rays 

Heliconius numata Numata Longwing  Highly polymorphic. Bicolorata seen on upper Cordillera 

Escalera, had orange bands ono brown, also forms with 

orange, cream and black. Common.  

Heliconius 

pardalinus 

 Similar to numata. 

Philaethria dido Green Heliconian Swift flying green and black species, Cordillera escalera 

 

Ithomiinae 
 

Mechanitis lysimnia   Tigerwing Cordillera Escalera, less cream on wings than polymnia 

Mechanitis 

polymnia  

Tigerwing  Stunning mating pair on Cordillera Escalera, also Pumarinri. 

Yellow band on male hindwing underside 

Methona confusa Confused 

Amerwing 

Yellow suffused glasswing at Pumarinri 

Melinaea marseus Marsaeus 

Tigerwing 

Pumarinri 2014 

Oleria sp Glasswing  Bluish species seen on Cordillera Escalera 

 

Morphinae 
 

Antirrhea 

philoctetes  

Common Brown 

Morpho 

One at Pumarinri waterfall 

Morpho achilles Achilles Morpho Outer white band on hindwing incomplete. Broad black band. 

Cordillera Escalera, Pumarinri 

Morpho cisseis Cisseis Morpho A beautiful caterpillar on lower Cordillea Escalera 

Morpho godartii Godart’s Morpho Abra Patricio 

Morpho helenor Helenor Morpho As achilles but white hindwing band complete. Cordillera 

Escalera, Pumarinri 

Morpho menelaus  Entirely blue upper surface, Pumarinri 

Morpho rhetenor  Huge purplish blue, Pumarinri 

 

Brassolinae 
 

Bia actorion Bia Owl Cryptic understorey species, Cordillera Escalera 

Brassolis sophorae Sophorae Owl A small ‘owl’ Cordillera Escalera 

Caligo idomeneus Idomeneus Giant 

Owl 

Large Owl Butterfly, Cordillera Escalera 

Catoblepia 

xanthicles  

Xanthicles Giant 

Owl 

Pumarinri (2014) 
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Opsiphanes sp Owlet  One at breakfast time at Pumarinri, cryptic underside,orange 

band on forewing. 

 

Satyridae 
 

Many more species of satyr were seen but not identified 

Cithaerias pireta Pink-tipped Satyr Beautiful transparent-winged species, Pumarinri 

Haetera piera   Piera Satyr Transparent wings with orange suffused hingwing, Pumarinri 

Pierella lamia Lamia Deplh All brown understorey species, settles on ground, Pumarinri 

Pierella lucia Lucia Delph Brown with white hindwing tip, Pumarinri 

Cissia penelope Penelope Satyr Greyish with red bands, yellow forwing patch. Cordillera 

Escalera 

Cissia terrestris Terrestris Satyr Cordillera Escalera 

Corades medeba  Abra Patricio 

Hermeuptychia 

hermes 

Hermes Satyr Widespread, uninspiring bush brown 

Oressinoma sorata  Striking white and brown bands, Gocta 

Oxyoschistus hilara Dot-banded Satyr Brown with prominent yellow band, Abra Patricio 

Taygetis leuctra  Cryptic grey species, Moyobamba 

Lasiophila sp  Abra Patricio (2014) 

Limanopoda 

obselata 

 Abra Patricio 

 

Melitaeini 
 

Various species in this group were seen but not identified 

Anthanassa drusilla   

Chlosyne lacinia    

Eresia spp   

Tegosa spp   

 

Lycaenidae 
 

Many other blues, groundstreaks and hairstreaks were seen, but 

as yet are not identified. 

Ocaria thales Thales Hairstreak Orange with purple patch, Gocta 

Arawacus sp Stripestreak Orange with bars, long pointed wings, Pumarinri 

Chalybis janais Janais Greenstreak Black with red band on hind wing, Pumarinri 

Theritas hemon Themon Hairstreak Large brown species, with prominent tails, Gocta. 

Eumaeus toxea Mexican Cicadian Black with white spots and red hindwing patch, Pumarinri 

 

Riodinidae 
 

Many other blues, groundstreaks and hairstreaks were seen, but 

as yet are not identified. 

Pandara sp  Originally thought this too be a Euselasia, but seems to be this 

genus(?). Black with white patches on underwing, stunning 

red and gold underside, Gocta 

Eurybia albiseriata Albiseriata 

Metalmark  

Orange with bars, long pointed wings, Pumarinri 

Ancyluris aulestes Aulestes Swordtail Black with narrow red vertical band, Pumarinri 

Amarynthis 

meneria 

Meneria Metalmark Black with horizontal red bands, fore and aft, Cordillera 

Escalera (upper and lower slopes) 
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Caria trochilus Trochilus 

Metalmark 

Dazzling iridescent green, purple and gold colour mix, 

Pumarinri 

Euselasia gelanor  Pumarinri (2014) 

Deritivora spp  Various of these intricately marked genus seen. 

Charis anius Anius Metalmark Black with white band upper, bluish patch under hindwing, 

Cordillera Escalera 

Lasaia agesilas Black-patched 

Metalmark 

Shining steely blue with black, en route to Cajamarca, 

Cordilllera Escalera 

Rhetus periander Periander Swordtail Stunning blue species with tails and red patch in hindwing, 

Gocta 

Rhetus arcius Arcius Swordtail Elegant blue species with dark bands and blue tails, Pumarinri 

Mesene phareus Phareus Metalmark Scarlet with black, white spot, Pumarinri (2014) 

Anteros renaldus Renaldus 

Jewelmark 

Remarkable species with furry pink legs, Cordillera Escalera 

lower. 

Nyphidium sp  White with encircling brown and red bands, various seen. 

Emesis fatimella Fatimella Emesis 2014 

Emesis mandala Mandala Emesis Orange, skipper-like, Pumarinri 

Stalachtis calliope Calliope Metalmark Orange heliconid-like, settles upside down under leaves. 2014 

Pumarinri. 

Mesosemia 

judicialis 

 Dark with white vertical bands, often settled under leaves, 

Pumarinri 

Mesosemia 

loruhama 

 Deep blue with white forewing bands, Abra Patricio (2014) 

 

Hesperidae 

 

A simply vast number of species (mainly non-descript brown) were seen and will never be deduced. Some 

of the more striking were: 

Pyrrhopyge phidias Phidias Firetip Pumarinri  

Jamadia sp  A dazzling iridescent blue striped skipper alighted briefly at 

Pumarinri 

Achlyodes busirus Giant Sicklewing Large undunlate winged flatwing, Pumarinri, Cordillera 

Escalera 

Aethilla echina  Pumarinri (2014) 

Urbanus spp  Many seen 

Heliopetes alana Alana White 

Skipper 

Taking salts with whites and swallowtails at Pumarinri, 

yellow white underside, promoinent black veins. 

Pyrgus orcus Orcus Checkered 

Skipper 

Widespread, silvery. 

Vettius sp  Handsome white spotted species with white and orange 

underwing, Gocta 

Phemaides sp  Golden species, Pumarinri (2014) 

   

Urania leilus  Stunning iridescent green-banded moth, Pumarinri 
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